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What is Property Taxes and Trade 
Licence? 

 Property tax is tax paid yearly by persons 
who are owners /possessors of land. 
 

 Trade licence is a fee that is paid yearly for 
persons who buy and sell goods (retail). 



Why should we pay for Trade 
Licences? 

Trade Licence is used  as a revenue source to 
carry out various activities in the Parish. 



Trade licences  

 This is due whenever you start trading  
 
 The maximum payment is j$5000.00 



Why should we pay Property Taxes? 

Property Tax is used for the development of our 
community. This includes: 
 
Maintenance of street lights 

 
Maintenance of cemeteries 

 
Garbage collection and disposal 
 

 



The most common statement that persons have is 
usually: “But we have no roads Or street lights!” 

 
 ARE YOU PAYING YOUR TAXES? 

 
 ARE YOUR NEIGHBOURS PAYING TAXES? 

 
 ARE YOU ENCOURAGING OTHERS TO 

PAY TAXES? 



Where and when can we pay our 
taxes? 

 Property and trade licences are due April 1st   
   every year. 
 
 Payment of these taxes can be made at the  
    tax office in Savanna-la-Mar or at various out  
    stations in Westmoreland. 
 
 Payment can also be made online the website is 

www.jamaicatax-online.gov.jm 
    you need your TRN to access this service. 

 
 

http://www.jamaicatax-online.gov.jm/
http://www.jamaicatax-online.gov.jm/
http://www.jamaicatax-online.gov.jm/


Frequent Concerns: 

I cannot afford 
to pay all my 

taxes 



 A Relief form is available to 
persons who are in need of 
assistance. However, the 
applicant needs to meet the 
various criteria to qualify. 

 
 Factors that are considered 
includes; age, employment status 
i.e. whether the applicant is a 
pensioner, unemployed etc. 



My land is 
used for 

agriculture. 
Is there any 

 help for 
me? Yes! There is a Derating program 

that applies to these cases. There 
are a number of criteria that the 
applicant has to satisfy before being 
granted relief.  
 
 One such criteria is that the 
property tax cannot be below the 
stipulated amount of $1000 per year.  
 
A majority of the property must be 
used for agricultural purposes. 
 
A new application has to be made 
every three years. 

 
The applicant still has to pay 50% 
of the annual property tax amount 
due. For e.g. if the tax was $4000, 
the farmer would only pay $2000. 



Suppose I 
don’t have all 
the money to 
pay property 
Tax in April? 



Property Tax can be paid semi-annually and  
quarterly. 
 
 The quarterly instalments stipulates that the 

first payment must be made in April, then in 
July, October and January respectively.  
 

 The semi-annual payments must be made 
April, then October of the same year. 
 

 Also monthly arrangements can be made. 
 

 
 



 Possible consequences of being 
delinquent in paying Property Taxes 
 U can receive a summons 
  
 U can go to court (if not an order is made in your absence) 

 
 U can be imprisoned for 10 or more days 

 
 Your  personal belongings can be sold 
 
 Your property can be turned over to commissioner of land 

(Government) 
 

 U may have to be  relocated. 
 
 All these consequences can be avoided through 

communication with the property tax department. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Westmoreland the parish to do business ,raise 
families and work. 

 

Westmoreland can and will be the parish which supports growth, houses 
professionals , encourages foresight, challenges the standard and provides 
quality services to its occupants, sister parishes, country and to the world. 

 

Play your part , pay your taxes encourage your family, friends and neighbours 
to pay their trade licences and property tax  so we can be the best. 

 



 
 

Taxes is our business if we want Westmoreland 
to become the best parish. 



Acknowledgement 
 
 I would like to thank other members of the property 

tax team Ms. Crooks , Ms. Locke , Mr. Noel Hastings 
(Regional Manager) and members of the 
Westmoreland  Parish Council for their motivation 
and encouragement. 
 

 Members of TAJ (Ms. Spence, Mr. Ruddock, Mr. 
McLeod) thank you for your support. 
 

 And my family and friends for their guidance, 
correction and motivation. 

 



Questions and Answers Segment 


	PROPERTY TAX�& TRADE LICENCES
	What is Property Taxes and Trade Licence?
	Why should we pay for Trade Licences?
	Trade licences 
	Why should we pay Property Taxes?
	The most common statement that persons have is usually: “But we have no roads Or street lights!”
	Where and when can we pay our taxes?
	Frequent Concerns:
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	 Possible consequences of being delinquent in paying Property Taxes
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Acknowledgement
	Questions and Answers Segment

