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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR 

MONTHLY MEETING OF THE PARISH 

COUNCIL OF ST. THOMAS HELD ON  

JULY 14, 2016 

 

The RegularMonthly Meeting of the Parish Council of  

St. Thomas was held in the Council’s Meeting Room on 

Thursday, July 14, 2016, commencing at 10:24 a.m. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT AT THE COMMENCEMENT 

Councillor E. Marr, Vice Chairman Parish Council and Deputy Mayor of Morant Bay  

Councillor J. Spencer 

Councillor C. Bogle  

Councillor H. Williams 

Councillor V. Hutchinson 

 

MEMBERS WHO ENTERED DURING THE PROCEEDINGS 

Councillor R. Bryan 

Councillor M. Francis 

Officers in attendance were: 

 

Mr. E. Greene J.P., Secretary/Manager and Clerk to the Committee 

Mrs. S. Hemmings-Bryan J.P., Director of Administration 

Mr. J. Robinson, Director of Planning 

Ms. T. Thomas, Budget and Revenue Officer  

Mrs. J. James, Inspector of Poor 

Mrs. T. Small-Broderick, Internal Auditor 

Ms. N. Kirlew, Director of Finance  

Mrs. K. Esson, General Administrator (Personnel) 

Mr. H. Jackson, Superintendent of Roads and Works 

Mr. T. Smith, Deputy Superintendent of Roads and Works 

Mrs. S. Francis, Matron-Infirmary 

Mrs. B. Lawson-Kildare, Zonal Monitor, NSWMA 

Ms. M. Medley, Parish Co-ordinator Disaster Preparedness 

Dr. D. Smith, Senior Medical Officer of Health 

Mrs. P. Ellington, Chief Public Health Inspector 

Ms. C. Sewell, Office Manager, LSDPU  

Ms. G. Dean, Actg. Parish Manager, MLSS  

Mr. D. Forrester, Extension Officer, RADA 
Mrs. M. Moyston, Actg. Executive Secretary and Recording Clerk 

 

Notice convening the meeting   1.    The Notice convening the meeting was read by the  

Mr. Errol Greene J.P., Secretary/Manager.  

 

Devotion        2. Devotion was done by Pastor Leason Burnett, Chaplain of  

the St. Thomas Parish Council.  

 

Apology for absence                  3. Apologies for absence were tendered on behalf of the  

following persons: 

 

1. Councillor Ludlow Mathison, Chairman Parish Council 

and Mayor of Morant Bay 

 

2. Mrs. L. Peart-Roberts, Social Development Commission 

(SDC)  

 

Apology for lateness 

3. Councillor Marsha Francis 
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Correction of the minutes        4.    Nil 

 

Confirmation of the minutes   5. The minutes of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the  

St. Thomas Parish Council held on June 9, 2016, having 

been circulated were confirmed on the motion of 

Councillor Williams and seconded by Councillor Spencer. 

 

Matters arising      6.    Nil 

 

Chairman’s Announcement     7.a) Pre-retirement leave, Superintendent, Minor Water  

Supplies 

      

The Acting Chairman and Deputy Mayor, Councillor Marr, 

informed the Council that as of July 14, 2016, Mr. 

Fritzburke Allen, Superintendent of Minor Water Supplies 

will proceed on pre-retirement leave.  

 

He said that Mr. Gerald Small, Works Overseer will carry 

out the duties of Mr. Allen until the Council is further 

advised. 

 

    b)  Condolences – Death of Mr. Iteford Beresford Steele, 

former Councillor of the Dalvey Division 

 

The Deputy Mayor asked for a moment of silence in 

memory of former Councillor Iteford Beresford Steele. 

 

The Deputy Mayor expressed his condolences on behalf of 

the Council to the family and friends of the late Iteford 

Beresford Steele, former Councillor of the Dalvey Divison. 

 

Mr. Steele’s funeral service was slated for July 16, 2016 at 

11:00 a.m. at the Dalvey Primary School. 

 

Councillors Bogle, Bryan and Spencer all shared their 

memories of working with the former Councillor for the 

Dalvey Division. He was remembered by the Councillors 

who spoke about him as a hardworking and jovial 

Councillor who served the people of St. Thomas the best 

way he could. It was said that he had left a legacy of good 

representation of the people of St. Thomas which was 

something for all Councillors and prospective Councillors 

to emulate.  

 

c) Absence of His Worship the Mayor, Councillor Ludlow  

 Mathison 

 

The Deputy Mayor informed the members of the Council 

that His Worship the Mayor, Councillor Ludlow Mathison 

was still overseas seeking medical attention due to ill-

health.  

 

He extended his best wishes for the Mayor’s speedy 

recovery on behalf of the Council and noted that the Mayor 

should return to the island the following week.  
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       d)  Welcome – Resumption of duties, staff of the Council 

 

The Deputy Mayor extended a warm welcome on behalf of 

the Council to Ms. Nicole McCool, Mayor’s Personal 

Assistant and Ms. Nadine Kirlew, Director of Finance.  

 

        e) Best wishes – Mrs. Suezette Hemmings-Bryan, Director  

of Administration 

 

The Deputy Mayor extended his best wishes to Mrs. 

Suezette Hemmings-Bryan, Director of Administration who 

will leave the Council effective August 2, 2016 to take up 

duties at another Government Entity. 

 

        f)  Recess of Council – August 2016 

 

The Deputy Mayor informed all the members of the 

Council that the regular monthly meeting of Council will 

be on recess in the month of August as is customary. 

 

        g) Prospective South Coast Highway 

 

The Deputy Mayor stated that a controversial statement 

was made by the Minister of State regarding the proposed 

South Coast Highway that would see to the improvement of 

the main thoroughfare into St. Thomas.  

 

He also stated that a Town Hall meeting was held with the 

people of St. Thomas to discuss the matter and the people 

have expressed their views and agreed that they would not 

accept anything less than the original plan that was agreed 

upon by the former Government. 

 

Councillor Bogle interjected by saying that what the 

Minister of Finance said about the highway should be 

discussed and recorded in the minutes. He further asked for 

the suspension of the Standing Orders to discuss the matter.  

 

Councillor Bogle moved, seconded by Councillor 

Williams for the suspension of the Standing Orders to 

discuss the South Coast Highway Project. 

 

Councillor Hutchinson in his contribution, said that he 

heard the Prime Minister say that the highway was 

originally designed to be a toll road and he would need 

clarity on the matter, as he was certain that it was never the 

intention of anyone to make the highway a toll road.  

 

Councillor Hutchinson said that the Prime Minister should 

revisit the matter, as it was not a fair statement that needed 

to be clarified. He noted that the Prime Minister, the 

Minister of State and the Minister of Finance all said 

something different in relation to the South Coast Highway. 

 

He expressed that the people of St. Thomas should not have 

to be fighting for something that was left as a legacy by the 

previous Government and further said that he wanted the 

JLP Councillors to warn their party to be careful how they 

go about dealing with the matter. 
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The Secretary/Manager in addressing the aspect of the toll 

road mentioned by Councillor Hutchinson, indicated that a 

team from the Council including himself, the Mayor, the 

Deputy Mayor and the Superintendent of Roads and Works 

were invited last year to look at the proposal for the 

highway that was approved.  

 

He said that the question was asked by the team as to 

whether it would be a toll road and they were told no. He 

noted however, that the situation could change.  

 

Councillor Spencer in addressing the matter said that she 

would rather Councillor Hutchinson had said Councillors 

together instead of JLP Councillors, as all the Councillors 

represented the people of the parish and wanted the best in 

the interest of the parish. 

 

Councillor Bogle spoke on the matter by saying that he 

could not say like Councillor Spencer that all of the 

Councillors wanted the same for the parish, as that was not 

true.  

 

He said that prior to the Minister of Finance saying that the 

highway would be taken away from St. Thomas because it 

did not make any economic sense to have this highway in 

the parish; he opened a discussion in Council regarding the 

matter.  

 

He also said that a meeting was held with the Member of 

Parliament for Western St. Thomas, Mr. James Robertson, 

the Minister of State, Mr. Everald Warmington and all the 

JLP Councillors in the parish among other persons whom 

they deemed necessary.  

 

He mentioned that Councillor McLeod told him that during 

the meeting, Mr. James Robertson stated that he was trying 

to do away with the plans for the highway, as it did not 

make any sense and that the parish would be better off if 

the existing road is fixed.  

 

He also said that Councillor Rawle endorsed this, during a 

discussion on the matter in the Council some time ago.  

 

Councillor Bogle also said that the highway was pulled for 

one reason which he called a “fish head”. He said that 

based on the Chinese culture they did not give fish head off 

contract and that when the original plan for the highway is 

aborted the whole structure would change, such as who 

would get the contract.  

 

He questioned the role of the Member of Parliament, Mr. 

Robertson in the matter, by saying that the highway for his 

parish is to be taken away under his Government and he 

was neither saying nor doing anything to stop it. 

 

Councillor Bogle mentioned that first world countries were 

developed due to access and movement of goods and 

services from highways. Likewise, he said that the highway 

would cause further development of the parish as well as 

attract investors to the parish. 
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Councillor Bryan in support said that the parish has been 

robbed over the years of all its good resources, and that the 

people of St. Thomas would no longer sit back and allow 

this to happen. 

 

He said that the name “Retreat” in the parish came about as 

a result of the place of choice used by rich folks to host 

functions and stay over, resulting in millions of dollars 

being spent in the parish. He stressed that the parish has 

lost enough of its resources such as water, aggregate and 

limestone and that it was time for receipt of its fair share 

including the highway.  

 

Councillor Bryan also said that the Council could not sit by 

and allow such opportunity to pass by, or for the people in 

the parish to accept a highway that was watered down, as it 

was for the benefit of the parish including the next 

generation and not a JLP or PNP matter. 

 

Councillor Bogle moved seconded by Councillor 

Williams for the resumption of the Standing Orders. 

 

Reports from External 

Agencies  8. Rural Agricultural Development Authority (RADA) 

 

The following report was tabled for the month of June 

2016. 

 

1. The 18
th

 Annual Rural Agricultural Development 

Authority (RADA) St. Thomas Parish Show was held on 

June 24, 2016 at the Rudolph Elder Park, Morant Bay,      

St. Thomas and was executed in grand style. In showcasing 

the services of agricultural and industrial enterprises within 

the parish, the exhibits were a true testament to the 

collaborations and partnerships forged among the agencies 

to promote agriculture at its best. 

 

With improved layout, variety in provisions at farmer’s 

market and direct interactions, samplings and 

demonstrations with clients, RADA St. Thomas parish 

show was a big hit. Power 106 FM with host Ronnie 

Thwaites broadcasted live from the venue where various 

representatives from the parish were interviewed during the 

course of the day. 

 

Hon. J.C. Hutchinson, Minister without Portfolio, Ministry 

of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries lauded 

the event organizers for their stellar efforts and urged 

farmers to participate in the value added aspect of the value 

chain thus moving to another level of productivity. This he 

described in the slogan “Grow what we eat, eat what we 

Grow and Can what we Can’t”. 

 

Special gratitude is extended to the management and staff 

of the St. Thomas Parish Council who assisted in granting a 

waiver for the use of the park and providing tents in 

making the event a success. 
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2. Hon. Karl Samuda, Minister of Industry, Commerce, 

Agriculture and Fisheries, on a visit to the Plantain Garden 

River (PGR) Agro-Park and other farms that were affected 

by the heavy rains which ravaged sections of St. Thomas 

on Tuesday, May 24, 2016 sought to get a first-hand view 

of the damages to crops and livestock and also addressed 

the farmers affected. 

 

Minister Samuda lauded the farmers for their resilience and 

tenacity to produce despite challenges. He stated that based 

on the assessment of the extent of damages, assistance will 

be provided in short order to fast-track the recovery efforts. 

 

A comprehensive assessment will be done on the PGR 

Agro-Park to ensure efficiency and increased production to 

build a sustainable business model. 

 

3. The parish is still awaiting assistance to the farmers who 

were affected during the recent flood rains. 

 

4. On June 24, 2016, Minister without Portfolio, Ministry 

of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. 

J.C. Hutchinson toured the PGR Agro-Park and gave the 

farmers an assurance to assist them with herbicide, planting 

material and land preparation. 

 

5. In the year 2016, Onion fall crop review/2017 was held 

on June 29, 2016 at the Morant Villas where farmers who 

participated in onion farming met to chart the way forward 

for the fall onion season. Over 100 farmers were in 

attendance. 

 

6. Hope River/Yallahs River watershed – On June 8, 

2016, the project co-ordinator and two officers from the 

Auditor General’s Department visited sites that were 

selected in the watershed that were for land husbandry 

farmer field school intervention. The two tutorial sites used 

for the agencies representatives were assessed.  

 

7. ABIS – Farmer registration/verification, ID processing 

and distribution continues. Upon verification the farmers 

are required to pay $350.00 for the processing of the ID. 

Over 12,329 farmers are registered in the parish to date. 

 

8. Trinityville Area Integrated and Management and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Project – The Caribbean 

Development Bank’s baseline consultants for the 

Trinityville Area Integrated Land Management and 

Disaster Risk Reduction Project (TAILMDRRP) invited all 

members of the community to a validation workshop 

(closing of the study) on Wednesday, June 22, 2016 held at 

the Robert Lightbourne High School. 

 

9. Spring Garden Small Irrigation Project – An 

irrigation system was implemented in the Spring Garden 

area where a water catchment was rehabilitated and pipes 

laid to assist 25 farmers to mitigate against drought. The 

group has received four (4) 2000 gallon water tanks. This 

project is funded by JA reach, USAID and GOJ Adaptation 

Fund Programme. 
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Report on Key Activities  

 

Other routine extension activities continue:- 

- Farming training – group meetings 

- Land husbandry 

- Farmer registration/verification 

- Tractor operation 

- General farm visits 

- Pest/disease surveillance 

- Livestock farm inspection 

- Marketing intervention 

- Monitoring of area development projects 

 

Following the report, Councillor Francis commented that 

she looked at the report that was tabled by RADA and she 

noticed that there was nothing concerning the massive fire 

that ravaged several properties within the Cedar Valley 

Division last year June or July. She stated that she did not 

hear anything about the relief benefit for the farmers from 

her division as a result of the fire. 

 

Councillor Francis said that the last report she received on 

the matter before the election, was that funds were 

allocated to deal with the matter was awaiting distribution 

of benefits for the farmers.  

 

She said that she spoke to the manager at RADA and he 

was not able to provide a response in relation to the relief 

benefit for the farmers. She told Mr. Forrester that she 

wanted to hear something positive about the matter. 

 

In response, Mr. Forrester said that when the report on the 

matter was being prepared he asked his manager the 

question as to when the farmers would get their relief 

benefit, as he knew that at some point in time the question 

would be asked. 

 

He said that as the extension officer for the Cedar Valley 

Division he is asked the same question on every visit that 

he made to Epping Farm, Pennlyne Castle and Hagley Gap.  

      

Mr. Forrester reported that when the former Agriculture 

Minister, the Honourable Derrick Kellier made the 

commitment to the farmers, the Member of Parliament for 

Western St. Thomas was also a part of the visit; hence, he 

was wondering if he could make representation on behalf 

of the farmers by communicating the matter to the 

Honourable Karl Samuda, Minister of Agriculture.  

 

He said that the officers at RADA were not able to say 

exactly what was the standpoint in relation to the matter, as 

questions were asked without any favourable answer. 

 

Councillor Francis responded that in recent time all she has 

been hearing about was the recent flood in the parish and 

the necessary relief for the affected persons and nothing 

about the relief for fire victims which occurred one year 

ago.  
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Councillor Francis also said that she spoke to the former 

Chief Executive Officer at RADA, Mr. Fulton and he said 

that the monies were allocated at that time. She stated that 

she would not sit down and allow the matter to go 

unresolved. 

 

Councillor Williams spoke on the matter and said that it 

seemed to be a St. Thomas thing for the people of             

St. Thomas to be sabotaged by the present administration, 

as no funds were allocated as yet for the recent flooding in 

the eastern parishes.  

 

Based on a question asked by about the role of RADA in 

dealing with the matter, Mr. Forrester responded that 

RADA’s duty during a natural disaster or otherwise is to do 

an assessment of the damages and submit same to the 

Ministry of Agriculture who is responsible for the granting 

of funds based on availability. He said that RADA 

therefore would offer technical assistance to the affected 

farmers. 

 

Speaking on the matter, Councillor Bryan said that RADA 

should not just sit down and wait to hear something in 

respect to the matter, but should do something by granting 

representation and be the voice of the people; however, 

Councillor Bogle said that the Council should also do 

something about the matter as well. 

 

Councillor Williams said that since the previous 

administration had made a commitment to the farmers of 

Cedar Valley, he believed that the Member of Parliament 

should have followed through on the matter, since his party 

formed the Government. He said that it was chronic case of 

misrepresentation by the Member of Parliament. 

 

National Solid Waste Management Authority 

(NSWMA) 

 

The following report was tabled for the month of June 

2016. 

 

“The National Solid Waste Authority continues to collect 

and dispose of solid waste matters in a timely manner as 

best we can. 

 

We have for the period in review collected approximately 

168 compactor loads and 60 tipper loads which amounts to 

approximately 1359 tons of garbage. We have managed to 

incorporate collections from the Zika V Clean-up campaign 

across the parish also for schools.  

 

The Solid Waste Management continues to use the rolling 

team to clean roads that are not on regular sweeping 

schedule, example; Pamphret Main Road, Prospect and 

Leith Hall.  
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We continue to attend community meetings when invited 

so that we can assist with cleaning or collections where 

possible. We are challenged however by the frequent 

depositing of garbage on the main roads and in the public 

spaces. We are using this medium however to ask for 

assistance from the Municipal Police men and women as 

well as the Constabulary Force in reinforcing the  

Anti-Litter law or act. 

 

There were two (2) fires for the period in question. The fire 

department was called and as a result of quick response 

they were soon put out. 

 

We continue to serve our parish and will always be 

available to assist our stakeholders once you give us a call.” 

 

Following the report Councillor Bryan reported that on 

Labour Day more than one project was carried out at 

Stanton Road and the agreement was that the NSWMA 

would do the necessary clean-up. He therefore asked Mrs. 

Kildare to assist with the clean-up. 

 

Mrs. Kildare in response to the matter, said that she spoke 

to a gentleman who said that Councillor Bryan had sent 

him to her, but when she visited the area she noticed that it 

was mainly a pile up of mud.   

 

She said that she told the gentleman that if Councillor 

Bryan was able to get a backhoe to clean up the area then 

she would make a truck available to remove and dispose of 

the dirt.  

 

Councillor Hutchinson reported that the NSWMA was of 

great assistance to the Arcadia CDC following a massive 

clean up done after Labour Day. He thanked Mrs. Kildare 

and the NSWMA and reminded her that same was not 

reflected in the report. 

 

 

Fire Department Report 

 

A report was tabled for the month of June 2016.  

 

“The Jamaica Fire Brigade look forward for the continued 

good working relationship and partnership with the          

St. Thomas Parish Council among other stakeholders, as it 

seek to fulfill its mandate of Saving Lives and Protecting 

Property. I take pleasure in sharing our operational 

experiences for the past month.  

 

Please find below a brief report on the various activities 

undertaken by the St. Thomas Fire Department for the 

period June 1, 2016– June 30, 2016. 

 

During the month of June the Fire Department received and 

responded to a total of fifteen (15) calls. Responses were 

made using the # 5- 98 Unit, which is assigned to the 

Morant Bay Fire Station.  
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The operational activities revolves around the management 

and extinguishment of two (2) dwelling house fires,  five     

(5) bush fires, fire at one (1) fowl coop, one (1) motor 

vehicle fire and one (1) utility pole.  

 

Summary of calls received 

 

Total calls received and responded to   15 

Genuine Fire Calls     11 

Malicious False Alarm    nil 

Calls for Special Service                03 

 

Significant among these calls are: 
 

Dwelling Houses     02 

Bush fires& Rubbish     05 

Motor Vehicle      01 

Land Fill           01 

Utility Poles                                          01 

Fowl Coop      01 

 

Investigations done into the causes of these fires revealed 

that these fires were mainly started as a result of the 

careless use of fires, the burningof rubbish and electrical 

short circuit. 

 

There were no fire related deaths of any civilian or fire 

personnel and no one was left homeless.  

 

Summary of Risk & Loss resulting from incidents 

 

The associated risk, the loss and property saved as a result 

of the reported incidents are listed as follows: 

 

Property at risk for the period is estimated at  

$60,630,000.00 

Property loss for the period is estimated at    $4,970,000.00 

Property saved for the period is estimated at 

$55,660,000.00. 

 

Other activities conducted during June, 2016. 

 

For the month under review the Operational Staff 

undertook seventy one (71) hours of training, to include 

classroom sessions and practical out door exercises, so as to 

keep the competence levels, of fire personnel up and 

improving. During these sessions emphasis was placed on 

topics such as Disaster Management, Road Traffic 

Incidents, Fire Prevention Procedures, Search & Rescue 

and Evacuation Procedures and Fire Investigation 

Procedures, among other topics. 

 

The Fire Prevention and Public Relations Section continue 

the public education process, as it is our desire to incite 

public interactions, consistently. 
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The listed activities were conducted during the Month 

in review. 

 

Building Inspections    17 

Building Plans Approved   01 

Sub Divisions Approved   01 

Building Certified    00 

Hydrant Inspections    09 

Hydrant Repaired                                         00 

Hydrants Cleaned    07 

Fire Drills Conducted    00 

Earth Quake Drills                                      00 

Fire Investigation    00 

Seminars & Special Meetings   00 

Exhibitions Held                                           01 

Lectures at schools and public entities  29 

Public / Personal Interactions                      1700 

Pamphlets issued     50 

Tours of special risk areas        01 

Community Fire Safety Meeting                 00 

 

Fire Hydrants 

 

The Brigade continues to conduct routine hydrant 

inspections and hydrant cleaning operations across the 

parish. Eight (08) hydrants were inspected and seven were 

cleaned during the month of June.  

 

During the next three (3) months the focus will on the 

repair of ten (10) hydrants and the instillation of two (2) 

new ones. Further updates will be given in the near future. 

 

Infrastructure Challenges 

 

Operational activities were impacted by the poor conditions 

of the road network, and the long travel distances, 

especially when accessing some of the more remote 

communities in the parish.  

 

Water supply issues presented their fair share of challenges, 

as well. However, the Brigade stands ready to work with all 

stake holders in finding workable solutions to these issues.  

 

The Jamaica Fire Brigade, St. Thomas Division, take 

pleasure in serving the constituents of this great parish and 

we do look forward to continue playing our role in the 

process of “Saving Lives and Protecting Property”. 

 

 

Ministry of Labour and Social Security - Report for  

June 2016 

 

The following report was tabled for the month of June 

2016. 
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Public Assistance Department 

 
Type of Grant East 

(Application 

processed) 

West 

(Application 

processed) 

East 

(Amount 

of grants 

received) 

West 

(Amount 

of grants 

received) 

*Amount 

Received 

Rehabilitation 8 4 6 21 $533,800.00 

Compassionate 12 3 4 1 $165,000.00 

Emergency 1 1 0 1 Nil 

Education and 

Social 

Intervention 

0 0 0 0 Nil 

Total 21 8 10 23 $698,800.00 

 

PATH 

The Ministry continues to promote alternative payment 

options for PATH beneficiaries who are neither elderly nor 

disabled. Beneficiaries are given the option of selecting 

from three payment agencies; NCB Keycard, Paymaster or 

Bill Express. 

 

Public Education 

The Ministry continues its drive to sensitize the public on 

the various services and programmes offered through the 

various departments. 

 

Steps to Work 

We are now taking applications for the Steps to Work 

Programme for Educational and Entrepreneurial Grants. 

Persons have to be registered in a PATH household to be 

eligible to apply. The following documents are required: 

  

 ID, TRN, & NIS card 

 Recent passport size photograph 

 Proforma invoice for the items to be purchased (Must 

include Business TRN) 

 Proof of legal access to property on which the business will 

be conducted (Property title, lease agreement or rent 

receipt, letter of permission from property owner signed 

by JP) 

 Copies of licenses required (Food handlers etc.) 

 Birth certificate 

 Written business plan 

  

Transitional Grants 

Intake period for Transitional Grant Applications is now 

closed effective March 31, 2016 and will re-open August 

02, 2016. 

 

Education & Entrepreneurship Grants Programme 

Applicants are invited to apply for Entrepreneurial and 

Educational Assistance through the Social Intervention 

Project – Educational and Entrepreneurial Grant. 

Applicants must be between 17-35 years old and are 

deemed to be “at risk” or unemployed. Basic requirements 

needed are: Identification Document (National ID, 

Passport, Drivers License), letters of recommendation, 

certified passport size picture and birth certificate.  
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Persons are invited to visit the local office for further 

information regarding additional documents. 

 

On the Job Training  

 

Phase two (02) of the On the Job Training has been 

completed. 

 

Emergency Assistance  

On May 24, 2016, Eastern St. Thomas experienced 

flooding associated with heavy rainfall which affected 

many families within the Golden Grove area and adjoining 

communities. This prompted the Ministry to conduct 

disaster assessments for the affected persons.  

Approximately 160 families were assessed with 127 

persons receiving assistance to date. Two categories of 

payments were made; persons whose houses were severely 

affected received $20,000.00 and those with minor 

damages received $15,000.00. 

Ministers’ Visit 

On June 17, 2016, The Honourable Shahine Robinson, 

Minister of Labour and Social Security along with a team 

from Head Office visited the parish for the distribution of 

cheques to flood victims at the Golden Grove Police 

Station. The team also visited the mother of the teenager 

who drowned during the flood on May 24, 2016. 

 

National Insurance Department 

 

Funeral Grant 

 

The number of Funeral Grant Applications received is Nine 

(09). 

 

The number of Cheques paid out is twelve (12) totaling 

Eight Hundred Sixty Six Thousand, Two Hundred Fifty 

Three Dollars ($866,253.00). 

 

National Insurance/Business Registration 

 

The number of National Insurance Registration is 136. 

  Employed  - 128   

Self-employed  -           7 

Domestic  - 1 

 

Claims  

The number of applications received and processed is 17. 

  

Old Age  - 12 

 Widows/Widower - 4 

Spouse Allowance - 1 

 

National Insurance Claims 

All new claimants MUST submit their banking information 

as all benefits will be sent to their bank account. Please 

note that the banking information being requested are 

National Commercial Bank and Bank of Nova Scotia.  
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Effective January 2016, all existing pensioners are required 

to submit their banking information to ensure benefits are 

sent to their accounts. Pensioners who do not submit their 

banking information as at December 31, 2015 will be paid 

a cheque once per month. 

 

Jamaica Emergency Employment Programme (JEEP) 

 

The amount of Applications received  - 7 

The amount of Placements   - 5 

 

The Ministry is still in the process of seeking employment 

for applicants and continues to accept applications from 

persons 18-35 years of age. 

 

 

Labour Department 
 

Labour Market Information System (LMIS) 

 

The amount of registration - 3 

The amount of placement  - nil 

 

Following the report, Councillor Bogle reported that a lady 

from his division complained about a decrease in her 

PATH benefit and enquired about the cause for same. 

 

In response, Ms. Dean said that usually when that 

happened, the individual is not compliant by not sending 

the children to school regularly. 

 

She said that at the end of each cycle, a report is submitted 

from the school to the PATH office showing their 

attendance to school and if attendance is less than 75% then 

the benefit would cut to $800 per month.  

 

Ms. Dean said that if the parent or guardian starts to send 

the child or children to school frequently then they would 

receive the full benefit. She said that social workers would 

visit the home of the family who receives the PATH 

benefit; however, the recipient would usually visit the 

office if there is a decrease in the sum paid out. 

 

Ms. Dean said that if the family still experience problems, 

the social workers would recommend an income generating 

project for rehabilitation grants to further assist the family. 

 

She also spoke about the Steps-to-Work Programme that 

would encourage the family to do a business. She implored 

the Councillors to encourage the citizens in their division to 

make use of the Steps-to-Work Programme. 

 

Councillor Hutchinson asked if there was any fact to 

information about the change of name “JEEP” programme 

to “HOPE”.  

 

Ms. Dean responded by saying that she saw it in the media; 

however, she believed that it was more towards the Roads 

and Works Unit and not the Ministry of Labour and Social 

Security. 
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Councillor Hutchinson also commended Ms. Dean for her 

hard work. 

 

Councillors Hutchinson and Williams asked Ms. Dean 

about the farm work programme by saying that they 

noticed that the cards were not being issued as expected; 

however, Ms. Dean explained that it was the slow season 

for the farm work programme.  

 

Some Councillors said that based on past experience, they 

did not understand the explanation given by Ms. Dean, as 

summer was usually the period whereby more persons 

would travel on the farm work programme due to the 

temperature in the respective countries that persons would 

normally travel. 

 

In responding, Ms. Dean promised to get up-to-date 

information on the farm work programme so that this can 

be provided at the next Council meeting.  

 

The reports were adopted on the motion of Councillor 

Bryan and seconded by Councillor Williams.  

 

Council to sit as the         9.  On the motion of Councillor Williams and seconded  

Local Board of Health by Councillor Bogle, the Council resolved itself into the 

Local Board of Health. 

 

A report was tabled by the St. Thomas Health Department, 

Environmental Health Unit for the month of June 2016. 

 

Local Board of Health  

St. Thomas Health Department  

 

Dr. D’Oyen Smith, Senior Medical Officer of Health gave 

the following highlights for Health for the month of June 

2016: 

 

Dr. Smith reported that the Honourable Minister of Health, 

Dr. Christopher Tufton did his sectoral debate in the month 

of June and the parish of St. Thomas was chosen as 

representative of the South East Regional Health Authority, 

step to wellness team accompanied the Minister on his 

special walk to Parliament.  

 

Dr. Smith highlighted that the step to wellness program 

looked at chronic disease management within the parish, 

such as the work place. 

 

Zika Virus 

 

Dr. Smith reported that there was still a challenge of 

persons presenting with suspected Zika Virus. He said that 

the aedes aegypti moquito was the main source of 

transmitting the virus. 

 

Dr. Smith reported that the aedes index in the parish was at 

19.7% at the time of his report and noted that it was 

particularly high, as the standard set by the World Health 

Organization was less than 5%. He also indicated that there 

was an increase from 12% last month. 



 

16. 
 

303.                 303. 

 

He said that the major contribution to the aedes index was 

the storage of water in forty five and fifty five gallon 

drums; however, he said that whenever it rains there were 

other receptacles outdoor which breed mosquitoes, referred 

to as container mosquitoes. 

 

He noted however that the health team continued to visit 

and educate householders about how to reduce the risk or 

outbreak of the Zika Virus, including proper disposal of 

solid waste. He said that the Health Department continued 

the prosecution of householders to ensure that homes were 

not breeding mosquitoes and storing garbage nuisances. 

 

Dr. Smith said that the Health Department continued to 

partner with the National Solid Waste Management 

Authority (NSWMA) to ensure appropriate collection and 

frequency for the different communities, so that others and 

the entire parish will not be at risk due to transmission of 

the Zika Virus. 

 

Dr. Smith reported that the team from the St. Thomas 

Health Department continued its Zika virus mitigation 

activities with its integrated management approach 

inclusive of vector control activities, health promotion, 

clinical management, identification of mosquito breeding 

sites in homes and surveillance, among others.   

 

Dr. Smith stated that tires have proven to be a big source 

for the breeding of mosquitoes. He commended the team 

from the Health Department in the Yallahs region who 

have partnered with the schools to take the tyres and 

repurpose them for greater use. He made reference to a 

diagram on the first page of the Environmental Health 

Report which depicted a tyre that was recycled for 

educational purpose and play point for the children. 

 

Dr. Smith spoke about the microcephaly which is a small 

head baby, born to Zika Virus pregnant women who have 

been infected with the virus during their first 3 or 6 months 

of pregnancy. He said that the Ministry tried to identify 

pregnant mothers as early as possible in order to supply 

them with nets for them to sleep under to protect them form 

the virus.   

 

Dr. Smith said that re-sensitization and training of the 

Doctors was done in order for them to pick up the paralysis 

from early, as well as the encouragement of women to 

delay pregnancy until the appropriate time.  

 

Dr. Smith reported that twenty eight (28) Vector Control 

youth workers will be employed by the Ministry as in the 

case of the Chikungunya in the previous year. He said that 

the programme should be up and running by the following 

week. The youth workers will re-sensitize and educate the 

public as well as identify breeding sites. 
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Refurbishing of the Princess Margaret Hospital 

Accident and Emergency Area 

 

Dr. Smith reported that the refurbishing of the Accident and 

Emergency Area at the Princess Margaret Hospital 

continues and the expected completion date was set for 

December 2016 or January 2017. 

 

Morant Bay Health Centre Refurbishing 

 

Dr. Smith reported that the Morant Bay Health Centre was 

completed and opened, but noted that the pharmacy and 

dental service was not yet functioning due to minor 

refurbishing yet to be completed. He said that within one 

week the respective services should be offered by the 

Health Centre. 

 

Phase Two – Isaac Barrant Centre of Excellence 

 

Dr. Smith reported that phase two of the Isaac Barrant 

Centre of Excellence refurbishing continued and should be 

finished by September or October 2016. 

 

Sports Day 

 

Dr. Smith reported that the Sports Day had to be postponed 

due to preparation of the field and that the event was slated 

for July 28, 2016. 

 

Following the report, Dr. Smith was asked a question about 

how the confirmation of Zika Virus was being detected. 

 

In response, Dr. Smith said that Ministry of Health aims to 

have confirmation by blood testing; however, he said that 

some symptoms were typically fever or rash, red eye, 

muscle pains in the joint of the hand and a low feelings 

which is heightened due to the summer heat.  

 

Councillor Marr asked a question about whether it was a 

fact that the Ministry of Health had seen an increase in 

abortion which is illegal, due to advice to pregnant women 

to delay pregnancy. 

 

Dr. Smith responded in the negative, but said that he could 

only speak about the parish of St. Thomas. He said that he 

will look closer into the matter to detect whether or not 

abortion is occurring.  

 

Dr. Smith explained that if someone does not get pregnant 

then they could not have a child affected by microcephaly 

child, therefore, it was an individual choice based on what 

the Ministry advised about the delay of pregnancy. 

 

Councillor Hutchinson in reacting to what Dr. Smith said 

about the responsibility of everyone to help prevent the 

spreading of the Zika Virus, said that persons who blamed 

Dr. Fenton Ferguson, former Minister of Health for the 

spread and raising of mosquitoes that caused the 

Chikungunya across the island last year were biased and 

unfair.  
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Councillor Bryan highlighted a situation at his home 

whereby the infrequent use of a restroom during a short 

period caused him to have great concern due to the 

breeding of mosquitoes.  

 

He therefore encouraged all the members of the Council 

not to take the breeding of mosquitoes lightly. 

 

Dr. Smith also educated the members of the Council that 

mosquito larvae emerges from eggs that are laid right at the 

edge of water. He said that persons have to break the cycle 

by getting rid of the adult mosquitoes, the larvae and the 

eggs, as the breeding of mosquitoes could still occur. 

 

Councillor Spencer asked how quickly someone who 

turned up at the hospital with chest pain would be attended 

to. 

 

In response, Dr. Smith said that at the time of his report 

there were two (2) Doctors assigned to the Accident and 

Emergency (A&E) Unit at the hospital because the 

Ministry of Health realized that it was a bit of a challenge 

for one Doctor to attend to all the patients with different 

conditions. 

 

He said that system at the A&E unit was being revised, 

whereby nurses would pick out who has the most urgent 

condition. He said that the system was not perfect, but it 

was work in progress. 

  

Adjournment of the   10.     Councillor Williams moved seconded by Councillor  

Local Board of Health Bogle for the adjournment of the Local Board of Health 

and the Council resumed its sitting as the Council.   

      

Questions          11.   Councillor Hutchinson asked if Council was aware of the  

Sugar Transformation Unit that provides benefit to the 

people of St. Thomas from time to time. 

 

Suspension of the Standing Orders Councillor Bogle moved seconded by Councillor Williams 

for the suspension of the Standing Orders 

 

a) Sugar Transformation Unit (STU) 
 

Councillor Hutchinson said that the Sugar Transformation 

Unit (STU) provides an opportunity for the people of  

St. Thomas by presiding over several projects. In light of 

this he said that he believed that a representative from the 

STU should be allowed to attend the Council meeting to 

give a report like other agencies, in order to be aware as to 

what was available for the benefit of each division across 

the parish. 

 

b) Jamaica Public Service Company Limited (JPSCo) - 

Performance 

 

Councillor Hutchinson reported to the members of the 

Council that the performance of the Jamaica Public Service 

Company Limited (JPSCo) had developed into a sore point 

in his division.  
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He said that when Mr. Smiley and Mr. Tulloch, former JPS 

Managers were assigned to the parish their hard work was 

known and could be felt across the communities in the Port 

Morant division based on the level of service that they 

provided. 

 

Councillor Hutchinson said that he did not know if other 

members of the Council have heard or seen the Manager of 

the JPS, but noted that for the past three (3) months he tried 

without success to get an appointment to meet with the JPS 

Manager. He questioned whether JPS was becoming a 

private club. 

 

Councillor Hutchinson pointed out that there was no 

representative at the meeting, neither the previous meeting, 

and pointed out that there was no report tabled for the 

attention of the Council. He said that JPS had very scant 

regard for the Council meeting. 

 

He asked that the Council take the necessary action to let 

JPS recognize that they serve the people of the parish in 

providing electricity and other related services. 

 

Councillor Hutchinson noted that service of JPS that used to 

be on the high scale of performance had fallen below its 

point of recognition.  

 

He stated that he had a list of street lights to be repaired and 

noted that following the meeting he planned to take the list 

to the JPS office.  

   

c) Arcadia Road 

 

Councillor Hutchinson asked the Secretary/Manager for an 

update on the road rehabilitation project in Arcadia which 

had started but was yet to be completed. 

 

He said that the project was being carried out under the 

previous administration; however, the work has stopped 

abruptly. 

 

In response, the Secretary/Manager said that he too had 

concerns about the Arcadia road. He said that 

representation was made to the Ministry of Local 

Government and all the relevant documents such as 

estimates were submitted as well and a portion of the 

monies was sent to the Council. 

 

The Secretary/Manager said that the Council was in 

dialogue with the Ministry and was advised that the funds 

was not available to be sent to the Council as yet, but 

informed that the necessary dialogue continued. 

 

He said that he was aware of the importance of the work 

and made reference to the gabion basket which he said if 

had not been completed on time could result in a complete 

loss of that section of the road. 
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The Secretary/Manager said that he and the Superintendent 

of Roads and Works were trying to see how soon the funds 

could be released from the Ministry to complete the road in 

Arcadia. 

 

Councillor Hutchinson in making reference to the situation, 

stated that he has heard more than once that one of the 

thing that kept Jamaica backward was the practice of a new 

political administration to discontinue works or projects 

that the previous administration had started. 

 

He said that it seemed as if the Ministry was waiting until 

the portion of road that was completed is deteriorated 

before something is done to have the remainder of the road 

repaired. 

 

Councillor Hutchinson said that the Minister of Local 

Government should get up and ensure that the Arcadia road 

was completed and that the money belonging to the people 

of the country is spent in a right manner.  

 

Councillor Hutchinson said that if the work on the Arcadia 

road does not continue he will lead a peaceful 

demonstration with the people in the affected communities. 

 

d) Re - British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) News 

Network 
 

Councillor Bogle asked if Council was aware that 

representative from the British Broadcasting Corporation 

(BBC) news network visited the parish on Tuesday, June 7, 

2016. 

 

Councillor Bogle said that he received a call from the 

Secretary/Manager about the visit of a team from BBC who 

were in the parish to honour the people of Stony Gut and  

St. Thomas by putting up a plaque in memory of the persons 

who died during the Morant Bay Rebellion. 

 

He said that he felt really good when he heard, as the BBC 

team said that they tried to contact him more than once. 

 

Councillor Bogle informed that he received documents from 

the Secretary/Manager which were also sent to Mr. 

Crawford, who used to be in charge of the National Library 

and that he was told by the BBC team that they will be 

putting together a documentary to be broadcast in England 

for one hour on four (4) consecutive days. 

 

Councillor Bogle said that the document highlighted 

persons who were slated to take part in the forum such as 

Reverend Dr. Devon Dick, a representative from the 

Jamaica National Heritage Trust as well as a Kumina group 

from St. Thomas.  
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He stated however, that when he read the document 

carefully, he recognized that the word Paul Bogle was not 

mentioned. He highlighted that the document read: “in 

memory of over 100,000 Jamaicans brutalized or killed 

following the Morant Bay Rebellion in 1865, a BBC history 

project”. 

 

Councillor Bogle said that he recognized at that point in 

time that the BBC team were a group of scammers and that 

their intent was not about honouring the people of St. 

Thomas or Paul Bogle, but they just wanted a film on Stony 

Gut for their documentary. He noted that October was 

recognized as Black History Month in England. 

 

Councillor Bogle also said that his name was on the 

program for an interview, which he said could be edited by 

the BBC. As a result he said that he told the gentleman in 

charge that he was not interested in the interview, but 

preferred to say something. 

 

He noted that BBC was one of the most recognized 

broadcasting company in the world, as such they were well 

learnt people from the history department; hence, he could 

not fathom how the name of Paul Bogle was left off the 

document.  

 

Councillor Bogle also said that the seal did not have neither 

Paul Bogle nor Stony Gut on it and neither did it 

acknowledge the death of Paul Bogle, but people who were 

brutalized or killed. 

 

He said that he pointed out to the BBC team that their visit 

was not to honour Paul Bogle or the people of St. Thomas 

and that it was not deemed noble, but instead disgraceful.  

 

Councillor Bogle said that he knew that they would use the 

history of Jamaica and the people of St. Thomas for a 

financial gain without recognizing the right people. 

 

He said that he was still considering whether the plaque 

should remain at Stony Gut or be removed. He also said that 

he believed that the history department from the University 

of West Indies (UWI) should visit Stony Gut and look at the 

plaque erected by BBC and respond accordingly to the 

action of BBC.  

 

He said that he told the BBC team that whatever they were 

doing pertaining to a documentary, should be based on the 

Royal Commission Report. 

 

Resumption of Standing Orders Councillor Bogle moved seconded by Councillor  

Williams for the resumption of the Standing Orders 

 

Notice of Motion  12. Nil 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

22. 
 

309.               309. 

 

Resolutions   13. a)  Resolution for Retirement – Norman Scott, full-time 

Chlorinator 

 

WHEREAS Mr. Norman Scott, a full-time Chlorinator 

(LMO/TS 3) attached to the Minor Water Supplies Unit of 

the St. Thomas Parish Council has attained the age of 

retirement, and having verified his eligibility for pre-

retirement leave; 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Council approve his 

retirement from the service with effect from the 22
nd

 of 

June 2016, the day following the expiration of pre-

retirement leave granted to him. 

Moved by Councillor Victor Hutchinson and seconded 

by Councillor Constantine Bogle. 

                                                            The motion carried. 

 

b)  Resolution to Issue Final Approval – Subdivision –  

H. Mahfood and Sons Limited 
 

WHEREAS the subdivision applications have been filed with 

the St. Thomas Parish Council under Section 5 (1) of the Local 

Improvements Act for: 

 

1. Lands Part of East Albion called Orchid Estate - H. Mahfood 

and Sons Limited 

 

AND WHEREAS the said lands are described in the maps 

prepared by Commissioned Land Surveyors which maps or 

plans, have been signed by the property owners and contain the 

required particulars concerning them, 

 

AND WHEREAS the Council had sought, obtained & accepted 

the advice of the Government Town Planner on the applications 

and draft conditions, 

 

AND WHEREAS conditions of approval have been accepted in 

writing by the applicants,   

 

AND WHEREAS that in accordance with section 8 (10) of the 

Local Improvements Act, the St. Thomas Parish Council 

sanctioned the subdivision of the land in the Parish of St. 

Thomas, 

 

AND WHEREAS that the Honourable Minister of Economic 

Growth and Job Creation having confirmed the Council’s 

decisions under Section 8 (5) of the Local Improvements Act, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Seal of the St. Thomas 

Parish Council is hereby affixed. 

Moved by Councillor Joan Spencer and seconded by 

Councillor Rohan Bryan. 

The motion carried. 

 

 

 



 

23. 
 

310.                                       310. 

Correspondence     14.a) Resolution from Portland Parish Council regarding  

the Musgrave Market 

 
WHEREAS there are vendors who have rented stalls in the 

Musgrave Market; 

 

AND WHEREAS these vendors are not utilizing the stalls 

in the market; 

 

AND WHEREAS these vendors are vending on Lower 

William Street and the Musgrave Market Piazza; 

 

AND WHEREAS these vendors have been spoken with to 

utilize these stalls that they have rented; 

 

AND WHEREAS these vendors are constantly being sued 

by the Council for vending outside the market; 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that these vendors who have rented 

stalls in the market and are not utilizing them, the following 

sanctions be brought against them:- 

 

1
st
 offence -  a warning letter 

2
nd

 offence - suspension from the market 

3
rd

 offence  - eviction from the market 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this sanction be 

effective commencing June 1, 2016; 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the resolution 

be sent to the Minister of Local Government and 

Community Development and all other local authorities for 

support. 

 

The resolution was noted. 

 

The Secretary/Manager sought the permission of the 

Chairman to depart from the common practise in St. 

Thomas, whereby the Councillors have no knowledge of 

correspondence to be read at the Council meeting such as 

Resolutions that require the full input of the Council. 

 

He said that he believed that the correspondence should be 

sent to the Councillors in advance for them to read the 

document and caucus if possible, so that there can be an 

informed discussion on the respective matters when they 

are read at the meetings. 

 

The Secretary/Manager therefore advised that going 

forward each Councillor would obtain a copy of the 

correspondence to be tabled at the Council meeting in their 

mail box.   

 

He said that critical matters should be digested and 

discussed before giving approval to or not support. 

 

The time being 1:00 p.m. Councillor Williams moved 

seconded by Councillor Bryan for the continuation of 

the meeting for another ten (10) minutes. 
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ALGA Matters                        15. Councillor Williams requested that a letter be sent to the 

Association of Local Government Authorities (ALGA) 

informing that the St. Thomas Parish Council was deeply 

saddened that at a critical time when Councils across 

Jamaica were been attacked by the Minister of Local 

Government are being raided by investigative authorities, 

ALGA has not sent out any communication concerning the 

matter or call a conference with all the Councillors.  

 

 Councillor Williams said that he would want the Council 

through the HR Department to look into the matter of how 

he could stop paying ALGA his monthly contribution 

because ALGA failed to represent the Councillors well. 

 

 Councillor Hutchinson said that he supported Councillor 

Williams about the discontinuation of paying his dues due 

to the lack of support from ALGA. 

 

 The Deputy Mayor informed the Council that a document 

was released by ALGA which he saw at the Mayor’s office; 

however, the form in which it was communicated was not 

effective, as such he somewhat supported Councillor 

Williams.  

   

Adjournment            16. Councillor Rohan Bryan moved and seconded by  

Councillor Joan Spencer for the adjournment of the 

meeting at 1:08 p.m. 

 

 

 

CORRECTED:…………………………….        CONFIRMED:………………………………. 

 SECRETARY/MANAGER                                         CHAIRMAN 

 

 

 

 

       DATE:…………………………… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


